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WORD FROM THE SMOKIES

Wildlife biologist for Eastern Band of
Cherokee shares indigenous knowledge

Frances Figart
Columnist

" Citizen Times

The supervisory fisheries and wild-
life biologist for the Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians is Caleb Hickman. But
Hickman is a member of the Cherokee
Nation of Oklahoma, one of two other
federally recognized Cherokee tribes.

“We share a common ancestry here
in the mountains,” Hickman said. “Iron-
ically, Inow live in the county named af-
ter the man that instituted the forced re-
moval of my ancestors and the ethnic
cleansing of many tribes by initiating
the Indian Removal Act. That’s Andrew
Jackson. So, in a way, I've come full cir-
cle on their behalf”

Despite that unfortunate history,
Hickman says he feels at home here in
the Great Smoky Mountains, where he
coordinates management and research
projects for the protection of tribal re-
sources that include game and non-
game fish and wildlife species. He helps
to choose priority species and their hab-
itats to manage based on cultural, eco-
nomic, and federal protective needs.

“We don’t have a large crew of biolo-
gists like Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park,” he said, “but we do have a
lot of federal processes and we live in a
biodiversity-rich place.”

Hickman and his crew focus on myri-
ad aspects of biology and work with a
variety of species, including the Smok-
ies’ iconic black bears. In collaboration
with the local hunting community,
Hickman is currently deploying a ‘bear
hair snare’ and camera-trapping pro-
ject.

“This project requires us to evaluate
pictures and collect DNA from hair off of
a barbed wire in a baited area to deter-
mine more information about the pop-
ulation and its interactions with peo-
ple,” he said. “We have received data
from hunters for a variety of species.
With their help we are able to figure out
a lot of demographic information and
distributions.”

When it comes to managing large
wildlife, elk top this list. Some of the
largest groups of reintroduced elk live in
and along the Qualla Boundary, often
crossing roads and creating a potential
safety hazard. Elk-human interactions
typically rise during the holidays when
tourism traffic picks up.

“We hope to find coexistence with elk
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and people so that both are safe and can
be productive,” Hickman says. “People
need to be able to view elk safely and get
to work on time, while the elk need to
find places to rest, eat, and find mates.”

Just as they value bear and elk, the
Cherokee place great cultural signifi-
cance on water. Walking into the pure
water of a Smoky Mountain spring or
stream can be considered a cleansing.
In his fisheries work Hickman is helping
lead efforts to restore native species
that have declined or may have even
been wiped out in certain areas. He re-
cently published a paper on the curious
fate of the EBCI’s stocked fish.

“We found that almost all of the trout
we stocked do not just decompose but
are rather eaten,” he said. “We believe
they are eaten by otters but right now we
want to confirm this. The answer can
lead to other important questions asso-
ciated with otter densities and impacts
to other species as well as a subject
called ‘nutrient subsidies’ that nobody
is really assessing.”

Recently Hickman’s work has been

See FIGART, Page 4A
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Caleb Hickman releases the federally endangered Carolina northern flying

g Y =1 A

AR 4

S 1SS

Caleb Hickman holds a black rat snake captured and measured for census work. Image courtesy of Eastern Band of

squirrel as part of a nest box survey. IMAGE COURTESY OF EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE
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Police: Suspect found in Colorado after Asheville shooting

Joel Burgess
Asheville Citizen Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

An Asheville man who police say
climbed into a drive-thru window to at-
tack a worker, shot a man multiple times
and fled from a police traffic stop has
been apprehended in Colorado.

U.S. Marshals have arrested Ron
Markece Logan, 28, charging him with
multiple assaults and other crimes, ac-
cording to a Dec. 3 release from the
Asheville Police Department. Logan had
been described as armed and danger-
ous, with police saying anyone encoun-
tering him should use extreme caution.

The charges Logan is facing are:

e Attempted first degree murder.

e Assault with a deadly weapon with
the intent to kill and inflicting serious
injury.

e Assault with a deadly weapon on a
government official.

e Speeding to elude arrest.

e Simple assault.

e Injury to real property.

e Felony probation violation.

e Assault by pointing a gun.

On the night of Nov. 6, police say Lo-
gan partially climbed into the drive-thru
window of a McDonald's at 950 Patton
Ave. and brandished a gun at an em-

ployee. The worker stabbed Logan in the
chest with a pocket knife, resulting in a
non-life threatening injury. Officers said
the employee acted in self defense.

Later, in the early morning of Nov. 11,
police say Logan shot a 31-year-old man
"numerous times" on Granada Street in
the West Asheville neighborhood of Pis-
gah View. Officers provided medical
care for the victim who was in critical
condition that day. On. Dec. 3 APD
spokeswoman Christina Hallingse said
the man survived and is recovering from
the gunshot wounds.

Nine days later on Nov. 20, police say
they attempted to stop and arrest Logan

on Haywood Road in West Asheville,
but he fled from the traffic stop in "an
extremely erratic and reckless manner."

At one point, he used his car against
officers, resulting in the charge of as-
sault with a deadly weapon on a govern-
ment official, Hallingse said.

Joel Burgess has lived in WNC for
more than 20 years, covering politics,
government and other news. He's writ-
ten award-winning stories on topics
ranging from gerrymandering to police
use of force. Please help support this
type of journalism with a subscription
to the Citizen Times.
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N.C. Nurses Association. “I think the
bed capacity situation is getting tight-
er”

Taylor added that a lack of hospital
staffing, not just beds and ventilators,
has him concerned.

“Hospitals may have the capacity to
take on more folks, they just don’t have
the staff to be able to take care of the
patients,” he said.

When vaccines arrive

The state estimates it will receive
around 85,000 Pfizer vaccine doses in
its initial shipment later this month.
These doses, health officials said, will
go to hospitals which will then distrib-
ute them to staff who face the highest
potential exposure to COVID-19. These
specific vaccines need to be kept at
Arctic-level cold temperatures and
NCDHHS reports they will be delivered
in adequately cold packaging along
with multiple days of dry ice.

By January, Cohen said she hopes
non-health care workers with multiple
chronic conditions will have access to
the vaccine. However, most people will
most likely have to wait months to be
vaccinated.

Cohen took time at a Dec. 3 briefing
to highlight the safety of incoming vac-
cines.

She mentioned that more than
70,000 people participated in the Pfizer
and Moderna vaccine trials - including
many individuals from historically
marginalized populations.

Approving vaccines, she said, is the
responsibility of career scientists, not
political-appointees, at the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration. Cohen also
added that the vaccines do not contain
any COVID-19 virus but instead merely
trick the body into thinking it has the
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Dr. Mandy Cohen, Secretary of the
North Carolina Department of Health
and Human Services, adjusts her face
covering after a press briefing on the
COVID-19 virus at the Emergency
Operations Center on June 8 in
Raleigh, N.C. ROBERT WILLETT/AP

virus so antibodies are created to ward
off the virus in the future.

“Although vaccines were developed
quickly over the course of this year, cor-
ners were not cut,” she said.

So far, North Carolina has enrolled
more than 300 vaccine providers, in-
cluding every county health depart-
ment and almost every hospital ac-
cording to State Health Director Eliza-
beth Tilson. Tilson told the USA Today
Network the state hopes to enroll thou-
sands more, including rural health cen-
ters and free clinics.

Brian Gordon is a statewide reporter
with the USA Today Network in North
Carolina. Reach him at bgordon@gan-
nett.com or on Twitter @briansa-
muel92.

STATE BRIEFS

North Carolina school custodian
accused of peeping by camera

TAYLORSVILLE - A North Carolina
school custodian has been accused of
peeping by placing a camera in a staff
bathroom, a sheriff’s office said.

The Alexander County Sheriff’s Of-
fice said in a news release that deputies
were called to Wittenburg Elementary
School on Tuesday after a camera was
found under a sink in the staff bath-
room and was discovered on the floor
by a staff member. The sheriff’s office
said the school where the camera was
found and another school where Chil-
ders was said to have worked were
searched and no other cameras were
found.

Michael Justin Childers, 32, of Tay-
lorsville was charged with one felony
count of peeping, according to the news
release.

Fork named next chief of staff
for N.C. Senate leader Berger

RALEIGH - North Carolina Senate
leader Phil Berger’s next chief of staff
will be his top legal adviser for the past
two years.

The Republican announced on Fri-
day that Brian Fork will succeed An-
drew Tripp, who is leaving to become
general counsel for the University of
North Carolina System.

Fork went to Davidson College and
the UNC School of Law. He was in pri-
vate practice before joining Berger’s
team in 2018.

The succession is similar to what’s
happened in the House, where Speaker
Tim Moore announced last month his
chief of staff’s departure for a post
within the university system. Bart
Goodson was replaced by Neal Inman,
who was Moore’s general counsel.

Associated Press

Figart

Continued from Page 2A

much sought after by the media. Last
year he was featured on a PBS series
about road ecology, and this fall a crew
from National Geographic filmed him
for a show coming out in 2021. There
have been several stories in the EBCI
newspaper, The Cherokee Phoenix, and
in the newsletter Cherokee One Feath-
er. Oneresearch project was mentioned
in the October issue of Garden & Gun.
Most recently American Rivers quoted
him saying:

“Historically, biologists manage sys-
tems as something we can control, en-
forcing our will based on needs. But the
native perspective is that we’re part of

the system. We don’t need to command
change. You don’'t manage the system
the same way if you see that you're a
part of it.”

Hickman says at times it’s difficult to
balance the needs of people and the
needs of organisms. “But the people are
Cherokee, and I care a great deal for the
Cherokee culture and their economic
independence,” he said. “I also value
the cultural ties to the ecosystem, and I
want others to value it too.”

Frances Figart is the editor of Smok-
ies Life magazine and the Creative Ser-
vices Director for the 34,000-member
Great Smoky Mountains Association,
an educational nonprofit partner of
Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
Learn more at smokiesinformation.org
and reach the author at
frances@gsmassoc.org.

Shooting

Continued from Page 1A

mentor to Mcalplin worked with him at
Asheville Middle a few years ago and
said the two had stayed close.

“We stayed really close. Ever since he
left middle school, I stayed really close to

him.”

“I'think the change is actually going to
come from out of the community rather
than looking at APD to do it. I think it
should be starting here.”

“What I hope comes out of this is that
people have a change of heart.”

“There’s been an uptick in violence.
Even kids being at home because of vir-
tual learning. There is less to do, or

they’re not showing up at all.”

This developing story will be updated.

Joel Burgess has lived in WNC for
more than 20 years, covering politics,
government and other news. He's writ-
ten award-winning stories on topics
ranging from gerrymandering to police
use of force. Please help support this type
of journalism with a subscription to the
Citizen Times.
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A Nov. 30 shooting of a 17-year-old
happened before 9 a.m. on Gay Street
near the Tempie Avery Montford
Center. ITY OF ASHEVILLE
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