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Asheville mayor seeking a 4th term

Sarah Honosky
Asheville Citizen Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

ASHEVILLE - Mayor Esther Man-
heimer announced Aug. 20 that she will
run for a fourth term as the city’s top
elected official, hoping to ensure Ashe-
ville’s long-term recovery from Tropical
Storm Helene.

“I'm committed to Asheville and I'm

committed to our rebuild-
ing and recovery effort,”
she told the Citizen Times.
“I recognize, as most peo-
ple do, that certain as-
pects of this recovery are
going to take several
years.”

This includes helping manage the
more than $225 million in federal recov-
ery funding the city is slated to receive.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development approved the city’s ac-
tion plan in May. Once funds are in hand,
it will have six years to spend them.
Manheimer, 54, has served on Ashe-
ville City Council since 2009 and been
mayor for more than a decade — first
elected in 2013, then again in 2017 and
2022. A graduate of Asheville High
School, with degrees from UNC Chapel
Hill, she is aland litigation attorney at the

Manheimer

Van Winkle Law Firm.

Her priorities include rebuilding pub-
lic infrastructure more resiliently along
the French Broad and Swannanoa rivers;
helping the city’s economy recover; and
addressing the affordable housing crisis,
which was also a challenge before the
storm.

Manheimer noted the city will see an

See MANHEIMER, Page 4A

Dan Pittillo counts tree rings to determine the age of a freshly cut oak on the Henson Ridge Loop in May.
PHOTO BY FIONA HOWELL/COURTESY OF THE BLUE RIDGE BARTRAM TRAIL CONSERVANCY

Plant biology research was
a lifelong passion for Pittillo

Columnist

Avid botanist, dedicated environ-
mentalist, and lifelong educator Dr. J.
Dan Pittillo passed away peacefully on
Sunday, August 10, surrounded by fam-
ily and friends, at the age of 86. This
story, originally published in June 2021,
celebrates his decades of contributions
to natural science and environmental
education in the Great Smoky Moun-
tains region.

I met and became friends with Dr.
Dan Pittillo through this column. He
writes me an email every time one of
my articles is published here; in fact,
that’s how I know what day they run.

See PITTILLO, Page 2A

Pittillo introduces visitors to the plants at Nodding Trillium Garden on the
garden’s opening day in 2019. PHOTO BY HOLLY KAYS/COURTESY OF SMOKY MOUNTAIN NEWS
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Trump,
GOP on
verge of
big win
in Texas

All-out redistricting war
could help Republicans

Erin Mansfield
USA TODAY

A partisan battle in Texas over who
holds power in Washington during the
final two years of President Donald
Trump’s second term has unfurled into
anationwide debate drawing in top po-
litical figures as voters brace for anoth-
er divisive election in 2026.

The Lone Star State’s GOP lawmak-
ers were working to send new congres-
sional maps to Republican Gov. Greg
Abbott on Aug. 22 that Trump and his
allies hope will give them a strategic
advantage in holding onto their major-
ity in the U.S. House.

But the fight in Austin has spread
beyond the state’s borders and created
significant uncertainty about who will
be in position to govern during the sec-
ond half of the Trump administration
and after 2028 election.

“Game on,” New York Gov. Kathy
Hochul wrote Aug. 20 in a social media
post. She is one of several state leaders
considering their own steps like the
Texas Republicans to redraw congres-
sional district borders inside their
states.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom is
another, and in his state, Democratic
lawmakers want voters to decide in a
Nov. 4 special election whether to re-
draw their maps. The California Legis-
lature on Aug. 21 approved Newsom’s
proposal on a ballot measure to sus-
pend the state’s current congressional
districts, drawn by an independent
commission, and replace them.

GOP has upper hand if
redistricting war expands

States typically redo their congres-
sional boundaries for voters every dec-
ade, specifically in the two years that
follow a new census. But Trump has
encouraged redistricting to happen

See TEXAS, Page 5A

Vol. 156 No. 198 ©2025 $3.49

THE VOICE OF THE MOUNTAINS =

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

The eNewspaper is an electronic copy of your print newspaper. Enjoy every page by
going to citizen-times.com/enewspaper or scan this code on your mobile device.
You will also find late news and sports in the bonus sections. Check it out today!

40901 H 12200“”5

0



Asheville Citizen Times | SATURDAY, AUGUST 23, 2025 | 2A

@ uUsA TODAY NEWS

MOUNTAINS

Iris Seaton
Asheville Citizen Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

As the nation enters mid-August of
2025, another round of approval polls
around President Donald Trump’s per-
formance have arrived.

August 2025 headlines around the
president revolve around a wide number
of subjects. His opinion that the Smith-
sonian is “woke,” his interactions with
Vladimir Putin and Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy, the possibility of ending mail-in
voting and more.

On Aug. 7, the White House website
published a news release on Trump’s
200th day in office for his second term.
Here’s what polls show about American
opinions on his work.

What is Donald Trump’s
approval rating?

Here are the latest approval ratings
released on Trump’s administration:

e Most recent Reuters/Ipsos polls
surveyed 4,446 adults and showed 40%
approval and 54% disapproval, a +14 net
increase in disapproval.

e Most recent Pew Research Center
polls surveyed 3,505 adults and showed
38% approval and 60% disapproval, a
+22 net increase in disapproval.

e Most recent Hart Research Asso-
ciates polls surveyed 1,000 adults and
showed 46% and 51% disapproval, a +5
net increase in disapproval.

e Most recent Emerson College polls
surveyed 1,400 adults and showed 46%
approval and 47% disapproval, a +1 net
increase in disapproval.

e Most recent Gallup polls surveyed
1,002 adults and showed 37% approval
and 58% disapproval, a +21 net increase
in disapproval.

e Most recent Beacon Reasearch/Fox
News polls surveyed 1,000 adults and
showed 46% approval and 54% disap-
proval, a +8 net increase in disapproval.

What is Trump’s approval
rating in North Carolina?

[N

A study from Catawba College and
YouGov published July 1and conducted
between June 10-26 found a 53% disap-
proval rate for Trump among 1,000 N.C.
respondents, and a 46% approval rat-
ing.

These ratings included 45% of re-
spondents who strongly disapproved
and 8% who somewhat disapproved, as
well as 30% who strongly approved and
16% who somewhat approved. In a pre-
vious study from Catawba conducted
three months before the July 1 study,
polls found Trump at 48% approval and
47% disapproval in the state.

What is Gov. Josh
Stein’s approval rating?

The Catawba/YouGov poll showed a

ey

President Donald Trump at the Oval Office of the White House on Aug. 18. KEVIN LAMARQUE/REUTERS

53% approval rating for Stein among
N.C. residents and a 26% disapproval
rating.

What is Sen. Thom
Tillis’s approval rating?

The Catawba/YouGov poll showed a
30% approval rating for Tillis among NC
residents and a 44% disapproval rating.

How does Trump’s approval
rating compare with his 1st term?

According to results from now-de-
funct polling website FiveThirtyEight,
Trump had a final approval rating of
34% when he left office in 2021. His ap-
proval average during his first term was
41%.

s

August polls reveal Trump’s approval rating

How does Trump’s approval rating
compare with past presidents?

Data compiled by USA TODAY found
the following:

e Joe Biden - 40%

e Donald Trump (first term) - 34%

e Barack Obama - 59%

e George W. Bush - 34%

o Bill Clinton - 66%

o George HW. Bush - 56%

e Ronald Reagan - 63%

e Jimmy Carter - 34%

e Gerald Ford - 53%

e Richard Nixon - 24%

Iris Seaton is the trending news re-
porter for the Asheville Citizen Times,
part of the USA TODAY Network. Reach
her at iseaton@citizentimes.com.
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Continued from Page 1A

He always tells me something I didn’t
know about my topic, and he shows the
kind of appreciation upon which inter-
pretive writers and researchers thrive.

Dan’s own story is one worth telling.
Countless conservation projects have
succeeded thanks to Dan’s tenacity, in-
cluding ones in the Joyce Kilmer-Slick-
rock Wilderness and Panthertown Val-
ley Backcountry Area, along the Moun-
tains-to-Sea and Bartram trails, and
even in his own backyard—in 2019 he
placed the Nodding Trillium Garden ad-
jacent to his home under a conservation
easement and opened its flowery paths
to the public. He is responsible for con-
ducting important plant surveys at the
North Carolina Arboretum, Biltmore Es-
tate, Blue Ridge Parkway, Balsam
Mountain Preserve, and Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.

After 40 years as a professor of biolo-
gy at Western Carolina University in
Cullowhee, North Carolina, Dan retired
in 2004. But since then, he’s embarked
on a whole new career. In 2007 he joined
the board of Discover Life in America
(DLiA), an official partner of Great
Smoky Mountains National Park fo-
cused on cataloging biodiversity in the
Smokies. That led to him becoming a
part of a group of researchers that refers
to itself as GRISLD—which stands for
Gang of Researchers in Search of Life’s

Diversity.

“To get to a better estimate of the to-
tal number of species in the Smokies,
we decided to jointly work on groups [of
species] where we each have some field
experience,” Dan explained, crediting
his collaborator, retired National Park
Service biologist Keith Langdon, with
instigating the volunteer taskforce.
“Yearly we report on our field activities
and submit reports of rare, new-to-
park, and new-to-science species we lo-
cate during the year.”

NPS officials check these GRISLD re-
ports and add any new species recorded
to the official species list. DLiA then re-
ports the list to the public.

“The Smokies has had hundreds of
scientists involved with assisting the
park over its decades of existence, but
few match up to the broad contributions
of Dan Pittillo,” said Langdon. “Not only
has he been an accomplished field ecol-
ogist who has worked in the park and
throughout the Southern Appalachians,
but he has been a professor who helped
students get careers in field biology and
ecology. It is often difficult to get scien-
tists to share their knowledge in the
many strategic plans, action plans, and
environmental analyses that character-
ize how a national park makes deci-
sions, but Dan has always made it a
point to actively participate in these re-
quests for involvement—and not just
with the park, but with land manage-
ment agencies and organizations
throughout the Southern Appalachians.
This is how needed changes get accom-

plished.”

Dan’s main research goals are discov-
ering new species in the park as well as
new range extensions—the maximum
reaches—for plants.

“Most of my current focus is looking
for special geology, searching for con-
fined distributions,” Dan said. “Much of
my recent effort is in the North Carolina
portion of the park, where the latest ge-
ology map gives us a clue for more basic
soil types.”

Dan has earned acclaim not only as a
scientist, but also as an educator.

“Dan Pittillo is—wait for it—legend-
ary!” said Geoff Cantrell, public commu-
nications specialist for WCU (at the
time of this story’s original publication)
and current chair of the Smokies Life
Board of Directors. “The Western Caroli-
na University professor emeritus of bi-
ology, author, former director of WCU’s
Herbarium, and recipient of ‘state envi-
ronmental educator of the year’ honors
knows the region. And not just natural
history and botany, but the terrain, key
figures, and popular and unknown
places alike. To have been on a field trip
with Dan as the guide, in class with him
when he was the instructor, in a pro-
gram that he led, or a polite conversa-
tion across the table—are all times not
likely to be forgotten.”

Something I find really fascinating
about Dan is that he’s lived on the same
property—which he and his late wife
Jean named Nodding Trillium Garden—
in Cullowhee since 1968. He loves to tell
visitors about the native plants growing

there and what he has learned about
them in more than half a century of ob-
servation.

“Let me tell you a little story about
trilliums,” he said on a YouTube video
about his place. “I found when I was in
the process of collecting plants that one
of the things I could do if Thad a rhizome
that was left over and I didn’t want it,
instead of throwing it in the trash I just
stuck it in the ground here on this ridge
and I didn’t think much about it, and I
thought if it grows it grows, and if it
doesn’t it doesn’t.”

For some plants, the shaded soils of
Nodding Trillium Garden were just what
they needed to thrive.

“Sure enough, the Sweet Betsy went
wild,” Dan said. “It was going up the hill,
around the hill, up the fence, all the way
up to the hill above and continuing
along the fence above, all the way
around behind the barn. It got all the
way down to the bottom of the hill too. I
was rather surprised—how in the world
was it getting around so well?”

What was the mystery Dan uncov-
ered? To find out, you’ll have to watch
“Stories from Nodding Trillium Garden”
by the Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
on YouTube.

Frances Figart is the creative services
director for the 29,000-member Smok-
ies Life, a partner supporting Great
Smoky Mountains National Park by pro-
viding educational products and ser-
vices such as this column. Learn more at
SmokiesLife.org and reach the author at
frances@smokieslife.org .

Citizen Times

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Customer service

To view important information online related to your subscription, visit
aboutyoursubscription.citizen-times.com. You can also manage your
subscription at account.citizen-times.com. Contact the Citizen Times for

questions or report issues to 1-800-672-2472.

Operating hours are:
e Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

o Saturday: 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. with limited support for Digital

e Sunday: 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Contact us
Customer Service

Full access print and digital subscriptions
Subscribe and save today by visiting citizen-times.com/subscribe.

Postal information
The Citizen Times (USPS# 236-000, ISSN 0336-0000) is published

daily excluding Saturday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor
Day, Thanksgiving (observed), Christmas Day (observed) and New

1-800-672-2472

Executive Editor

Karen Chavez | 828-236-8980

Advertising

Lucas Calloway | 828-210-6080

Obituaries

citizen-times.com/obituaries

Classifieds

classifieds.citizen-times.com

Corrections and clarifications

Our goal is to promptly correct errors. Email us at accuracy@

ashevill.gannett.com to report a mistake or call 828-232-5829. Describe

the error, where you saw it, the date, page number, or the URL.

Year’s Day (observed) by Gannett Media Corp., 14 O. Henry Ave.,
Asheville, NC 28802. Periodicals postage paid at Asheville, NC and
additional mailing offices. Postmaster: Send all UAA to CFS. (See
DMM 507.1.5.2); NON-POSTAL ONE AND MILITARY FACILITIES:
Please send address corrections to Customer Service, 525 West
Broadway, Louisville, KY 40202.

GANNETT.


TECNAVIA

  




[OCR]

FontUsed = "USATPi--Identity-H" 1799 "BSFZCU+USATPi"

PageOriWords = 1799

PageOriElements = 21



OcrMode=1


